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crRcuLAR NO. 03 I2OLL

F.  No  27513412011- (  IT -B )
Government of India
Ministry of Finance

Department of Revenue
Central Board of Direct Taxes

New Delhi, dated the 13th MaY, 2OI1

Subject: Issuance of TDS Certificates in Form No. 16A downloaded from TIN

Website and option to authenticate the same by way of digital

signature - Circular under section 119 of the Income-tax Act 1961.

Section 203 of the Income-tax Act 1961 ('the Act) read with the Rule 31 of

the Income-tax Rules 1962 ('the IT RulesJ provides for furnishing of certificate of

tax deduction at source (TDS) by the deductor to the deductee specifying therein

the prescribed particulars iike amount of TDS, permanent account number (PAN),

tax deduction and collection account number (TAN), etc. The relevant form for

such TDS certificate is Form No.16 in case of deduction under section I92 and

Form No.164 for deduction under any other provisions of Chapter XVII-B of the

Act. TDS certificate in Form No.16 is to be issued annually whereas TDS certificate

in Form No.16A is to be issued quarterly.

2. Currently, a deductor has an option to authenticate TDS certificate in Form

No.16 by using a digital signature. However, no such option of using a digital

signatuie is available to a deductor for issuing TDS certificate in Form No.16A and

it, therefore, needs to be authenticated by a manual signature. The Central Board

of Direct Taxes (the Board) has received representations to allow the option of

using digital signature for authentication of TDS certificate in Form No.16A as

issuance of TDS certificate in Form No.16A by manual signature is very time

consuming, specially for deductors who are required to issue a large number of

TDS certificates.

3. The Department has already enabled the online viewing of Form No.26AS

by deductees which contains TDS details of the deductee based on the TDS

siatement (e-TDS statement)filed electronically by the deductor. Ideally, there

should not be any mismatch between the figures reported in TDS certificate in

Form No. 16A issued by the deductor and figures contained in Form No.26AS

which has been generated on the basis of e-TDS statement filed by the deductor.

However, it has been found that in some cases the figures contained in Form

No.26AS are different from the figures reported in Form No.164. The gaps in Form

No.26AS and TDS certificate in Form No. 16A arise mainly on account of wrong

data entry by the deductor or non-filing of e-TDS statement by the deductor. As at

present, the activity of issuance of Form No.164, is distinct and independent of

Contd p-2



-2-

Contd P-3

f r l i ngo fe-TDSsta tement , thg-chancesofmismatchbetweenTDScer t i f i ca te rn
Form No.16A arrd-Form No.26AS #;;; U" 

"o*pt"a.rv 
r"r.a orltt To overcome the

challenge of mismatch a .o*-orr*l^i'rrt- r'"" 
"o1 

b;;t createa between the TDS

certificate i., roiJ Nr.lOA ".1-f"t", 
No.26AS ;;;tgh a facility in the Tax

Information N"t**r.'*.u"i._t'll"w"u-ite1 
wtricrr *iir enable a deductor to

download fOS 
"lrincate 

in for* No. iOa iro* tftt ifll WtU"ite based on the

fisures reported in e-TDS statement m"a uy r'i*' n" utirt Form No'16A and Form

N-o.zons will be g"n"r"t.a-.grr.!1. basis of frgures t;;;;J by the deductor in the e-

TDS statement irled, the.likelihoolJti*i"'i"'"t' 
Uit*"e" iot* No'16A and Form

No.26AS will be completely eliminated'

4. In view of the above' for-proper *gT"":Tation of the Act' the Board have'

in exercis" ,f p;;;- *J", 
"""tiot 

ii9 of the Act' decided the following :-

4.lISSUE OF TDS CERTIFICATE IN FORM NO' 164

(if For deduction of tax at source made on or after OLlO4l2OtLz

(a)The deductor, being ? co.mp?ny il:h1tll a banking companv to which the

BankinJ;#;*.1*llif#f nX?'"Tlll*-"tff*;?U'ii"-l
referred to in sectlon Dr

carrying the ttre business .iu"trtitg, "ntri1"*te 
TDs- certificate in Form

No. 16A generated tt"o"ir'-iilil;"fr1 J#;;d-wlicrr is downloaded

from the TIN website witil a,rrriq,r. tps 
"Lititi"ate 

numuer in respect of all

surns deducted o' o, ,},; ;# lst day 
"^r-nft*, -2oLI 

under any of the

p,otl=ioitlll-cr'tpttr-Xvtt-e 
other than section 1 9 2'

(b )Thedeductor ,be inga.personother tq" , ' thepersonre fer red to in i tem(a)
above, may' at his optiori' ;;";; TDs'c9rtili""i" ;p*- No' 16A generated

through TiN centrd *y#* JriJ *f itt'. i" loo*ioaded from the TIN Website

with a unique TDS certifr-c"a" Ilr*u.. ir, .IIp""r o1 all *lt* deducted on or

after the tst aay 
"f ryJf," 

ZOit under ""f 

-p'otisions 
of Chapter-XVII-B

other than section t92'

{ i i }Fordeduct ionoftaxatsourcemadeduringf inancialyear2olo. l l :

rhe deductor' mav'31-hi*'pti:': lill":'ff.ff ".'#|t"ffi# [:f til ljt
w:;lt*m:#,1:Hr::fl dJjf;h#ffi ;;;;r:lrsurnsdeduc'[ed
during the frnancial year-io-io-rr ""a"' 

ut'v of the provisions of chapter-

XVII-B other than section 192'
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4.2 AUTHENTICATION OF TDS CERTINICATE IN FORM NO.16A

(i) The deductor, issuing the TDS certificate in Form No.16A by

downloading from the TIN Website shall authenticate such TDS

certificate by either using digital signature or manual signature

(ii) The deductor being a person other than a person referred to in item

a.1(i)(a) above and who do not issue the TDS Certificate in Form No.164

by downloading from the TIN Website shall continue to authenticate

TDS certificate in From No.164 by manual signature only.

5. The Director General of Income-tax (systems) shall specify the procedure,

formats and standards for the purpose of issuance of TDS certificate in Form

No.l6A which is downloaded from the TIN Website and shall be responsible for the

day-to-day administration in relation to the procedure, formats and standards for

issuance of TDS certificate in Form No. 16A in electronic form.

6. It is further clarified that TDS certificate issued in Form No. 16,{ by the

deductors covered. by para a.1(1)(a) in accordance with this circular and

procedure, format and standards specifred by the Director General of Income-tax

isystems) shall only be treated as a vilid TDS certificate in Form No. 16A for the

prtpo". of section 2O3 of the Act read with Rule 31 of the IT Rules, L962.

7. Hindi version shall follow.

(AJAY KUMARI
Director {Budgetf

Tel.No.2309-264L
Copy to all CCsIT/ DsGIT for circulation


